“The Dodge’ pays tribute to those who died in Vietnam

By JUDITH EGERTON
The Courier-Journal

The Vietnam War divided the
country and families. Often fathers
supported the war while their sons
marched in objection to ULS. involve-
ment.

During the 1960s, thousands of
oung men chose to avoid the draft
Ey fleeing to Canada. The decision to
goorto Vietnam is the subject

of “The Dodge,” a new one-act play
by Louisville free-lance writer Joseph
Woodson Oglesby.

Although the war split families,
Ogl s play has tightened an al-
ready close bond with his son, actor
shane Woodson, who is directing the

play.

‘u{'n-n-dsr::n, who changed his last
name from Oglesby for acting pur-
poses, also plays a character in the
play, arranged the 1960s music that
accompanies the production, created
the poster to advertise it and is build-
ing the set.

& wants the production of *“The
Dodge™ to be a gift for his father and
“to be perfect,” he said, Oglesby has
stai,'ed away from the rehearsals and
will see his script performed for the
first time when it opens Thursday

ight at the Rudyard Kipling.

he play is set in the bus station of
MNeon, a small town in the Eastern
Kentucky mountains. It is 1966 as
thmelﬂ;umg draftees wait for a bus to
take them to Fort Campbell. As they

if yougo...

“The Dodge" will be staged
Thursday through Saturday and
Ot T-10 at 7:30 p.m. at the Rud-
vard I{ig}gi , 422 W, Qak 5t. Tick-
ets are 38, For more information,
call 636-1311.

awail their future, the three meet a
soldier headed to Vietnam and a Viet-
nam veteran, each with opposing
wawplgugt; about the war, 3
shy, an ex-new rman who
wu?%&d at The Lﬂuimﬂj: ‘imes in the
mid-1950s, said his son's involvement
in acting caused him to consider writ-
ing a play. He hit on an idea durn
the 1992 presidential campaign. Bill
Clinton, the Democratic presidential
candidate, and Vice President Dan
Quayle, running for re-election, had
avoided Vietnam. That _lgaw leshy
the starting point for “The "

The Vietnam War “was a class war
in many ways,"” said Oglesby, 67.
“College kids and rich kids got defer-
ments, but the poor and blacks were
cannon fodder."

Oglesby set his play in Eastern
Kentucky because many “poor hillbil-
ly and country boys were drafted and
couldn't dodge the war," he said.

In the play, Woodson will ai‘;e-
IW., ay man gdlmg-hu or
coming a soldier and going to war.

Woodson, 25, a uar.}t% of Ather-

ton High School, has performed in
nearl:r 40 plays in Louisville and Los
Angeles and previously directed two
E]a:.rs as part of the Rudyard Kipling's

oundtable Theatre, “The Caretaker”
and “The Glass Mendacity." He also
played a role in “A Congress of Won-
ders,” a KET production directed by
former Louisvillian Paul Wagner and
based on a story by Kentuckian Ed
McClanahan.

Bruce Dickinson, a professional ac-

tor with more than 20 years' experi-

‘ence in regional summer theater, will

lay a Vietnam veteran and Medal of
onor winner who has turned
against the war, _

Besides his two years with The
Louisville Times, Ogleshy also worked
at pers in North Carolina,
New York and Indiana. During his
long journalism career, he was nomi-
nated for a Pulitzer Prize and an
Eclipse Award.

As a free-lance writer, Oglesby has
written for national publications and
mhm two novels, “The Fires
= OBEEEE and H}I'I:IE Dﬂrl'll'ﬁisci-

e y recently completed a

stery, “The Wildcat Murders," also

in ern Kentucky. He also
writes for the Daily Racing Form,
American Turf Monthly and Racing
Weekly under a pen name, Mike
mﬁ}m st play, “The Dodg

5 play, “The e,”

he said, is a tribute to “all the
kids who went over there {to Viet-
nam) and did not refurn.”
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Joseph Woodson Oglesby, seated left, wrote the play, and his son,
Shane Woodson, is di . In the cast, standing from left, are Jill
Clark, Paul botham, Andrea Vosper, Pyle, Bruce Dickinson,
Everett Ruby, Levy, Isaac Deakyne and Christian Wijnberg.



